Taking
Simple Steps
There are simple
things you can do
with your child to
help them succeed.
Take a few minutes
out of each day to
read, write, sing,
play, and talk with
your child. These
easy acts make a
big difference in a
child’s life.

Read write sing play
talk at the library:
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Central Library
1000 Grand Avenue

East Side Library
2559 Hubbell Avenue

Forest Avenue Library
1326 Forest Avenue

Franklin Avenue Library
5000 Franklin Avenue

North Side Library
3516 Fifth Avenue

South Side Library
1111 Porter Avenue

Virtual Library
dmpl.org

...to succeSS
read write sing play talk

Visit

dmpl.org/simplesteps
for more information

dmpl.org | 515.283.4152

Simple Steps To sucess

read
sing

Read with your child. It is one of the most
important things you can do for them! It’s
never too early to start.
• Read lots of books.
• Point out letters and practice their sounds.
• Check out books for free at the library.
• Ask questions about the story.
• Read words wherever you see them.

talk
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When your child talks and listens, they are
learning words. Talking helps your child get
ready to read.

Songs help your child learn new words.
When you sing together, your child hears
more sounds.
• Sing in the car, while getting dressed, or on a walk.
• Get music for free at the library.
• Clap along to music.
• Sing songs over and over again.
• Sing even if you can’t carry a tune!

write
play
It is important for your child to scribble and
draw. It helps them get ready to write.
• Give paper and crayons to your child.
• Draw pictures with your child.
• Have your child trace letters.
• Encourage children to “sign”
their name.
• Strengthen finger muscles by
playing with play dough.

Your child learns when they play. Playing
teaches your child about the world.
• Play games with your child one-on-one.
• Go outside to play.
• Tell a story with puppets or dolls.
• Dress up for playtime.
• Attend free storytimes at the library.

• Ask your child questions.
• Ask your child to talk about what they are seeing,
doing, and feeling.
• Attend free storytimes at the library.
• Talk through puppets, dolls, and stuffed animals.
• Talk about what’s happening in stories.
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It’s easy to do,
every day,
wherever you are.
It takes no time at all.

